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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


To the Senute and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 


Fellow Citizens:—To communicate information of | 


the state of the Commonwealth to those to whom the 
people have delegated the business of legislation, at 
the commencement of their session, is an executive 
duty not less grateful than it is imperative; especially, 
when the actual condition of the State presents an 
aspect so truly prosperous as that which, in our own, 
is every where conspicuous. The season which we 
have just passed, has been distinguished for its general 
health, its liberal harvests, and for the general (I regret 
that lam not at liberty to say the universal) peace and 
tranquility that prevailed. In every part of our flour- 
ishing Commonwealth, the hand of a beneficent Provi- 
dence may be traced, dispensing its never-failing bless- 
ings in rich profusion to all, and bountifully scattering 
its abundance over, it is sincerely hoped, a grateful 
land. 

In our national relations we have been no less favour- 
ed. A prosperity, as universal as it must be gratifying 
and acceptable to all, pervades every portion of our 


extensive Union, and sheds the blessings of content. | 


ment, independence and picnty, over an industrious, 
enterprising and intelligent people. Abounding in 
every thing that can promote the comfort, increase the 
wealth, and ensure the happiness of a people; at peace 
with all the world, and in the enjoyment of a govern- 
ment which affords us security and protection in all our 
rights, as individuals and asa nation, at home, and com- 
mands universal admiration and respect abroad—we 
should be wanting in justice to the free and happy 
country in which we live, its institutions and laws, and 
the protection and security they afford us, as well as in 


gratitude to the bountiful bestower of all the blessings | 


we enjoy, should we utter the voice of complaint, or 


suffer the murmurings of unthankfulness to escape our | 


lips. 

In this pleasing picture of prosperity and comparative 
tranquility, the only cause for regret, tending to mar 
the brightness of the retrosp« ct, which otherwise would 
have been most cheering, is to be found in certain 
tumultuous rising of the people in sume of our Atlantic 
cities, entirely at variance with that peace-loving, order- 
ly character, theretofore maintained by our citizens 
generally, and from which, I am sorry to say, our own 
proverb ally staid and sober metropolis was not entirelv 
exempt. In the progress of these riots manv lives were 
endangered, and much valuable property was destroy- 
ed. The same lawless spirit extended itself, unhappily, 
also into one of the boroughs in the interior of the state, 
where similar outrages were committed. As such 
wanton, riotous doings, independently of their ténden- 


cy to peril and endanger human life, and individual | 
property, are degrading to the character of a people, | 
and a blot upon the integrity of its civil institutions, itis | 
submitted for legislative inquiry, whether the existing | 
laws furnish a remedy sufficiently prompt and energetic | 


for crushing such outrages upon the peace of society, 


in their inception, as the public safety requires; or 


whether further legislative provisions for strengthening 
the arm of the civil magistrate, and clothing him with 
Vou. XIV. 








more ample powers to meet such emergencies with a 
promptness and energy suitable to the occasion, would 
not have a tendency to prevent, as. well as to check 
such unjustifiable proceedings? 

Itis with feelings, also, of deep and unmingled regret, 
'that Lam constrained, by a sense of ptblic duty, to 
| bring to the view of the General Assembly an occut- 
| rence of a most melancholy nature, which took place in 
| the city of Philadelphia, in the month of October last, 

on the day assigned by law for choosing inspectors of 
| the general elections throughout the State, by which an 
amiable, unoffending, and highly estimable citizen was 
deprived of his life; having been wantonly and basely 
stabbed and wounded, with a deadly weapon, by some 
| reckless assassin, who has hitherto escaped detection. 
| An outrage, ofa character which ultimately proved 
| no less fatal to another individual, also took place in the 
| vicinity of the scene of murder above mentioned, on 
‘the day of the last general election, in the course of 
which the lives of a number of individuals were jeopard- 
ed, having been severally wounded with shot fired from 
-muskets and other deadly weapons, and to which wan- 
| ton outrage the death of the person alluded to is to be 
attributed. In retaliation for acts of violence so entire- 
ly indefensible, property of considerable value fell a 
prey to the fury of an incensed populace, whose feelings 
had become exasperated at the sight of the injuries 
inflicted upon their wounded friends. Whatever may 
have been the causes that led to such gross violations 
of law and order, it must be manifest to all, that such 
proceedings ought not to be tolerated in a government 
of laws, and in a country which bossts of its freedom— 
they are entirely incompatible with both. The subject 
|is, therefore, brought to the notice of the General As- 
'sembly, as being the only department of the govern- 
'ment possessing the power to provide an effectual 
remedy against a recurrence of such disgraceful scenes 
of lawless atrocity and unjustifiable violence, 

The people have an undeniable right to be protected 

| by their government, in the exercise of that invaluable 
privilege of freemen, the elective franchise, and no 
means should be left unassayed to secure to them that 
right in its broadest form, and to be exercised in a mans 
ner at once safe from violence; and entirely free from 
every species of restraint. A revision of the laws regu 
lating the general elections within this Commonwealth, 
with a view to attain the objects alluded to, would, I 
doubt not, be attended with the happiest effects. 
In pursuance of the act entitled ** An Act to continue 
the improvement of the State by tanals and rail roads,” 
| passed the fifth day of April last, authorizing the Go- 
_vernor to borrow, on the credit of the Commonwealth, 
the sum of two millions two hundred and sixty-five 
/ thousand four hundred dollars, a notice was prepared 
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth on the sixteenth 
of April, in the usual form, and published in newspapers 
printed at Harrisburg, Philadelphia, and New York, 
inviting proposals for six hundred thousand dollars, part 
of the lcan authorized as aforesaid, to be forwarded to 
the Secretary’s office until one o’clock P.M. of the 
fifth of June then next; and for the residuary sum of one 
million six hundred and sixty-five thousand four hun- 
dred dollars, until one o’clock in the afternoon of the 
) tenth day of July then next. On the first mentioned of 
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unfolded a fund of knowledge in relation to the advan- 
tages, the utility, the cheapness—in short, the decided 
preference which a system of common schools, of 
generil interest, and sustained and encouraged by the 
public bounty, maintained over every other plan of 
edncation of a private or partial character, From a 
careful examination of the information thus collected, 
from every part of the Union in which the experiment 
of general education had been made, the principles of 
the bill alluded to were extracted and framed into a law, 
having passed both branches of the legislature, with a 
unanimi'y rarely equalled, perhaps never surpassed in 
the annals of legislation. 

‘The provisions of this act have, it is understood, been 
adopted by all the school districts in some counties, 
partially in others, and in a few they have been rejected 
altogether. ‘Vhis, it is understood, was the case in 
some of our sister States, in the commencement of the 
system there; and it was to be expected in the inception 
of the system here. Every new measure, although it 
may have for its object to confer the most solid advan- 
tages upon the community in which it is to operate, is 
dest ned, for the most part, to encounter long- cherished, 
inveterate prejudices, which it will be difficult to con- 
quer, unless the most incontestible demonstrations can 
be given of its title to preference, on the score of un- 
questionable public utility, over that which it is intend- 
ed to supplant. This act is said to be defective in its 
details; it probably is so; some of its provisions might 
possibly be improved by introducing salutary amend- 
ments, But as it will go partially into operation in the 
course of the coming year, its objectionable features 
will be developed by the practical experiments under it, 
and the remedies proper to be applied will present less 
difficulty after the defects will have been more distinctly 
ascertained. Such amendments as are obviously neces- 
sary to a more equal distribution of the public bounty 
or appropriation for the benefit of all the citizens of the 
State; to prevent the imposing of unequal burdens 
upon these who accept the provisions of the act, and 
such as do not; or that will be discovered to be in any 
respect necessary for giving effect to the system, the 
General Assembly will not fail, it is presumed, to dis- 
cover and to introduce. Coming as you do from all 
parts of the State, you will naturally have brought with 
you a fund of information in relation to this important 
measure, which the Executive, whose opportunities for 
asce!taining public sentiment are more circumscribed, 
cannot be supposed to possess. It is exceedingly desi- 
rable that a system which is to exert an influence so 
universal and so all important, over the meral and intel- 
lectual character and condition of the people of this 
State, should not only be made as perfect as possible, 
but asacceptable and as agreeable as possible to those 
who are to be affected by it. That the system of edu- 
cation for which the act in question provides, is decided- 
ly preferable, in every conceivable point of view, to 
that now in operation, no man who will give himself 
the trouble to draw a faithful comparison between the 
two, can fora moment hesitate about or doubt. Ifthe 
act now under consideration goes into operation, the 
odious distinction between rich and poor, wealth and 
indigence, which has heretofore precluded the children 
of many indigent, though honest and respectable 
parents, from a participation in the advantages of edu- 
cation under the present system, will be exploded; and 
the poor man’s child will be placed upon an equality 
with that of his wealthier neighbor, both in the school 
room, and when indulging in their necessary recrea- 
tions. 

Another decided advantage will be derived to fathers 
of families and others interested in educating children, 
from the provisions of this law; in the great diminution 
in the expense of tuition; whilst those who have no 
children to educate will be exposed to no increase of 
their taxes for education purposes, but in all probabili- 
ty will have them materially diminished as soon as the 





which days the loan of six hundred thousand dollars 
was awarded to Ejihu Chauncey, Esquire, of the city of 
Philadelphia, at his offer of one hundred and twe dol- 
lars and fifiy-eight cents in money for every one hun- 
dred dollars of siock; being fifty-seven cents more per 
hundred dollars of stock than any other offer received 
for that portion of said loan—and on the tenth day of 
July, the day assigned for that purpose, the residue of 
the said loan, being one million six hundred and sixty- 
five thousand four hundred dollars, was contracted for 
with the Bank of Pennsylvania at the price or sum of 
one hundred and five dollars and three cents in money 
for every one hundred dollars of stock: being one cent 
more per share of stock than any other offer received 
for that portion of the loan aforesaid. By these several 
transactions, the State will have realized in premiums 
upon the receipt of the last instalment of said loan, the 
sum of ninety-nine thousand two hundred and forty- 
nine dollars and sixty two cents, 

Although this sum falls far short of the amount 
received in former years in the shape of premiums upon 
loans, still, taking into consideration the unfavorable 
circumstances existing at the-time the loans were con- 
tracted for, the consequence of a groundless panic or 
dread, impressed upon the minds of capitalists, disin- 
clining them to adventure upon a transaction of such 
magnitude, the terms upon which the loan was disposed 
of were quite as advantageous to the Commonweaith as 
could reasonably have been expected, It is proper 
here to remark that the temporary loan of three hun- 
dred thousand dollars authorized by act of the twenty- 
seventh day of January last, and which was negotiated 
with certain banks, was repaid to the several banks on 
the first of August, out of the proceeds of the perma- 
nent loan above mentioned, in pursuance of a resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly, passed the fifteenth day 
of April last, 

By an act of Assembly, entitled ‘‘ An act to fix the 
standards and denominations of measures and weights 
in the Cammonwealth of Pennsylvania,” approved the 
fifteenth day of April last, it is made the duty of the 

Governor to procure for the use of the Commonwealth, 
within certain Jimited feriods, positive standards of 
weights and measures: but no provision is made by the 
act, for defraying the expenses which must be incurred 
by a compliance with its directions. ‘The propriety of 
appropriating a sum sufficient to carry the objects of 
the act into effect, to be drawn for as occasion may 
require, is respectfully suggested. 

At ihe last session of the Legislature, an act was pass- 
ed for establishing a general system of education by 
common schools, throughout the Commonwealth, in 
compliance with a constitutional provision, which, 
until then, although not entirely disregarded, had 
never been carried into effect in the manner intended 
by the members of the convention, to whose sagacity 
and profound political wisdom we are indebted for the 
present excellent constitution of our state. The act 
referred to was prepared, by those to whom the ar- 
rangement of its details was committed, under many 
embarrassing and discouraging circumstances, and there 
would be no great cause for astonishment if it should be 
found to be notentirely perfect. The subject was new 
in Pennsylvania; the path to be trodden had never 
been explored; a former attempt to introduce the sys- 
tem had failed; and the question how far public opinion 
would go in sustaining such a project could not then be 
distinctly ascertained. Petitions containing the names 
of many respectable individuals in different parts of the 
State, in favor of such a measure, had, however, been 
presented during the last and preceding sessions of the 
Legislature, and there was reason to believe that a 
strong ‘esire was manifesting itself in favor of the adop- 
tion of some system that would have a tendency to give 
life and vigor to the cause of education throughout the 
State, By great industry, assiduity and perseverance, 
a mass of valuable information was obtained, which 
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system shall have gone fully into effect; but a further 
and still more important advantage than either of the 
other two, will result to the rising generation, upon 
which this law is more immediately to operate, from 
the more efficient manner of instruction, and the great 
disparity in the learning, the character and competency 
of many of the present teachers, and those to be em- 
ployed hereafter. The want of these advantages con- 
stitutes the great defect in the system now in operation 
in Pennsylvania. 

This may be emphatically pronounced to be a mea- 
sure belonging to the era of seventeen hundred and 
ninety, and not to that of eighteen hundred and thirty- 
four. To insist that it emanated either from the Execu- 
tive or the Legislature, however desirable it might be 
to appropriate the proud distinction of being its projec 
tor, is an entire fallacy. Such a monument of impe- 
rishable fame was not reserved for the men of modern 
times—it belongs to the statesmen of by-gone days.— 
To the patriots who framed the constitution under 
which we live and under which we have been pre-emi- 
nently prosperous and happy, belongs the proud trophy 
—it is to them we are indebted for this wholesome 
measure—they inscribed it upon the sacred tablet of 
the constitution, as a lasting memorial of their determi- 
nation, that universal education should form one of the ! 
pillars of the government; and as an abiding testimonial 
of the high value they attached to the dissemination of 
knowledge as a protection and safeguard to our free 
institutions: and we are admonished by the language 
of the matchless instrument which proceeded from 
their hands, as by a voice from the grave,that the solemn 
injunction which they engrafted upon it, in behalf of | 
education, must not be disregarded. 

Having, on several occasions, taken the oath pre- 
scribed by law, for the Executive of the State, making 
it obligatory upon him, among other things, to support 
the constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
I should have considered myself justly chargeable with 
inexcusable official delinquency, if, upon any proper 
occasion, I had omitted to urge upon the attention of 
the General Assembly, thé propriety of carrying into 
effect a constitutional provision of no ordinary interest, 
which, after the lapse of more than forty years, remain- 
ed, as it was on the day of the adoption of that instru- 
ment, to all practical purposes—a dead letter. 

In my last annual message, I took occasion to intro- 
duce to the notice of the General Assembly the subject 
of corporations generally, and to suggest the propriety 
of restricting our legislation, in regard to conferring 
corporate powers, to such enterprises exclusively, as 
are of incontestible public utility; to the accomplish- 
ment of which individual capital and credit would be 
inadequate; and that it ought not to be extended to 
such branches of business as can be successfully carried 
on by individual exertion and individual means. The 
privilege of voting by proxy at elections for officers, 
and for deciding important measures connected with the 
management of such public bodies, was also alluded to 
as being incompatible with the spirit of our free institu- 
tions. My opinions in relation to these subjects have 
undergone no change, but on the contrary have been 
much strengthened since the promulgation of that do- 
cument. It cannot be denied that every incorporation 
that is authorized, and every monopoly that is establish- 
ed, even for the most useful public purposes, is a de- 
viation from that republican simplicity which the prin- 
ciples upon which our admirable form of government is 
predicated would seem to inculcate, and a virtual en- 
croachment upon our liberties. By multiplying these 
formidable, irresponsible public bodies, we shall, in the 
process of time, raise up within the Commonwealth an 
aristocratic combination of powers, which will dictate 
its own Jaws, and put at defiance the government and 
the people. We have recently hacia strong illustration 
of the power and dangerous tendency of such institu- 
tions, and it may be well to learn wisdom from expe- 


rience. These observations have been suggested bya 
knowledge of the fact, that a morbid, restless solici- 
tude, to produce a state of incautious legislation, tend- 
ing to precipitate a system of legalized speculation up. 
on the people of this Commonwealth, has, for some 
time past, but too conspicuously manifested itself in our 
legislative halls, in the shape of applications for the in- 
corporation of monopolies, of various descriptions. A 
depraved, unsound spirit, evincing a vitiated anxiety 
for the establishment of banking institutions, and other 
corporations possessing exclusive privileges, seems to 
have marked the era in which we live, as one peculiar- 
lv distinguished for its inveterate oppugnancy to the 
tardy but certain method of securing competency and 
independence, pursued by the men of other days, as 
well as for its peculiar predilections in favour of some 
shorter and less difficult path, by which to arrive at 
wealth and power. 

To encourage this spirit any further, at this time, 
would be as unwise as our too liberal legislation in sus- 
taining it heretofore was impolitic and injudicious.— 
Public opinion seems to have set its seal of reprobation 
upon such a course—and instead of being favorable to 
a further extension of banking institutions,and their ne- 
cessary concomitant, an increased paper circulation, its 
recent expression evinced a decided opposition to any 
measure connected with this subject, short of introduc- 
ing into our circulating medium a due proportion of the 
metalic currency contemplated by the constitution of 
the United States. In order to accomplish an object so 
desirable, and to reform the circulation within our own 


} State by contracting or reducing the amount of paper 


money now afloat, and substituting in its stead a more 
sound and permanent standard of value, it seems to be 
essential that the legislation of the State with regard to 
an increase of banking institutions, should be forthwith 
checked. 

It cannot be doubted that an increase of Banks, whilst 
they would add nothing to the active capital of the 
country, would contribute largely to increase the al- 
ready too redundant supply of bank paper, the value 
of much of which might well be questioned, should an 
immediate demand for converting it into specie be 
made and insisted on. Allow me also to suggest, for 
legislative consideration, another measure as a valuable 
auxiliary for introducing an increased circulation of the 
precious metals—I mean the propriety of extending 
the provisions of the act of Assembly entitled, ‘‘an act 
concerning small notes for the payment of money,’ 
passed the twelfth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-eight, to all bank notes of a de- 
nomination less than ten dollors. By causing bank pa- 
per of a description under the sum mentioned, to be 
gradually withdrawn from circulation, the introduction 
of gold and silver coins in sufficient quantities to sup- 
ply the vacuum thus produced, would immediately fol- 
low. A more stable, sound and permanent circulation, 
in which the public would have confidence, would be 
established; over issues would be prevented; the ex- 
portation of gold and silver would ina great measure 
cease; the working classes of the community would re- 
ceive an equivalent for their labor in which they could 
confide; wild and ruinous speculation would receive a 
wholesome check; and fluctuations in the value of pro- 
perty, so detrimental to the prosperity of the country, 
would be less frequent. 

A further safe guard, against the ruinous consequen- 
ses, resulting to the community from excessive issues 
of bank paper, will be found in imposing wholesome 
restrictions upon those institutions, both in regard to 
their circulation and their credits or discounts, neither 
of which should be allowed to exceed a certain pre- 
scribed sum, over and above the amount of the capital 
stock of the institution, much reduced below that 
now allowed by law; and that portion of the excess of 
dividends over a certain per centage to be determined 
by the Legislature,upon the amount paid on each share 
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of stock, should be paid into the State Ranaien as 
an annual equivalent for the privileges conferred, to be 
applied to the education fund, or such other beneficial 
public purpose as the Legislature may from time to time 
direct. Such a course of legis'ation,it is believed would 
place our State institutions upon a basis at once solid 
and substantial; would quench the desire for an increase 
of banking privileges, and would go far to guard the 
community against the danger of those sudden expan- 
sions and contractions, which have heretofore so inju 

riously and ruinously affected all the great interests of 
the country, as well agricultural and manufueturing as 
commercial. ‘There is no species of property that may, 
with a greater regard to justice, be resorted to for con- 
tributions to beneficial or useful public purposes, than 
that which is derived from the profits arising from the 
business transactions of moneyed institutions. Being 
endowed with privileges from which the rest of the 
community is excluded, it is but reasonable that a part 
of the bounty they have received to the exclusion of 
others, should be returned to the public in ease of the | 
burdens which would otherwise have to be borne by | 
their less fortunate neighbors. In introducing the mea- | 


sures recommended into our moneyed system, care | 


must be taken, however, that it be done cautiously and | 
gradually, and in a manner to enable those institutions | 
to meet the change without the necessity of suddenly 
curtailing their business operations, or injuriously af- 
fecting the industry or the general prosperity of the 
country. 

The fiscal relations of the Commonwealth for the year 
ending on the first day of November last, have been 
such asto enable the Treasury to meet the various de- 


mands upon it, notwithstanding the great diminutionin | 


the proceeds of some of the sources of revenue, and 
the heavy claims to which it was subjected by the li- 
beral appropriations granted for local objects, during 


the last and preceding sessions of the Legislature, and | 


which were called for within the last fiscal year. 

The receipts into the Treasury for the year ending as 
above, including the balance remaining therein on the 
first of November, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, 


amounted to the sum of one million six hundred and | 


fourteen thousand eight hundred and sixteen dollars 
and ninety-one cents; and the expenditures during the 
game period, were one milhion five hundred and sixty 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-four dollars and 
seventy-one cents, leaving a balance inthe Treasury on 
the first of November iast, of &fty-four thousand and 


ninety-two. dollars and twenty cents; of which balance, | 


however, the sum of fifty thousand dollars was due to 
the internal improvement fund, from which it had been 
borrowed for the purpose of meeting the payment of 
interest on the first of August last, in pursuance of the 


act of fifteenth Apr'l last-—leaving a nett balance there. | 
foxe in the Treasury, at the end of the fiscal year, of 


four thousand and ninety-two dollars and twenty cents 

The great disparity between the balance remaining 
in the Treasury at the end of the present and those of 
former years, is to be ascribed, in part, to causes which 


are beyond the possibility of control, and partly to | 


causes which are exclusively within the power and con- 
trol of the Legislature. An unexpected diminution in 
the revenues arising from lands, auction duties, col- 


lateral inheritance tax and some other sources of re- | 


venue, constitutes the first class of causes: and a drain | 
upon the Treasury, authorized by large appropriations 
of money for numerous local objects, already alluded | 
to, forms the second—the sums appropriated and paid | 
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quire that there should | be a prudent SetReabeinems in 
that respect, for the present; and until the revenues 
wbout to be derived from other sources than those now 
relied on, will justify greater liberality in our expendi- 
tures. 
i would take occasion here to remark,that there is no. 
officer either in the city and county of Philadelphia, or 
in any of the counties of the State, whose immediate du- 
ty is to attend or to enforce the payment of the tax upon 
collateral inheritances, which in many cases is entirely 
evaded —and it is understood that there is great remiss- 
ness and a want of correct knowledge necessary to the 
just and equitable assessment and apportionment of the 
duties upon licenses of wholesale dealers and retailers 
of foreign merchandise, and other sources of revenue, 
and that there are many thousands of dollars lost to the 
| State annually, in the city and county of Philadelphia,, 
alone, which the vigilance of an active officer appoint- 
ed for the purpose would secure and bring into the 
Treasury. To.remedy this effect therefore, in the col- 
lection of this portion of the public revenue, allow me 
_ to. recommend that the Attorney General and his depu- 
ties, in the city and county of Philadeiphia and the 
several counties throughout the State, be invested with 
| the authority necessary for compelling executors and 
| administrators, in all cases in which the estates of their 
_decedents are subject to the payment of the tax upon 
| collateral inheritances, to render and settle their ac- 
counts, and to pay over the amount of tax due to the 
Commonwealth from such estates, at the times and in 
the manner prescribed by law; and to be authorized to 
-aidin the apportionment and to enforce the collection 
also, of such other branches of the public revenue as 
may claim their attention—receiving as a compensation, 
for their services, such reasonable per centage upon the 
‘sums by them collected, as may be considered to be 
| just—or that such other measures may be adoptcd to, 
_accomplish the object, as the General Assembly may in, 
their wisdom deem expedient and proper, Itis be- 
lieved that a strict attention to the collection of the re- 
| venues to which the Commonwealth is entitled, together: 
with the accession from new sources, and a careful 
husbanding ot the whole, will enable the State to meet 
all its ordinary engagements, and that the necessity for. 
continuing in force the act entitled ‘‘An act to increase 
the county rates and levies for the use of the Common- 
wealth,” passed the twenty-fifth day of March, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, and which will expire by its. 
own kKmitation on the twenty-fifth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, may then be 
dispensed with, 

I have the satisfaction to announce to the General 
Assembly that our public works, in the construction of 
which the State has been engaged for the last eight years, 

have been so far completed as to admit of transporta- 
tion throughout their whole extent, except the second 





. | tract of the rail road across the Allegheny mountain, 


| which, it is understood, will be finished in time for the 

opening of the navigation in the spring. Upon some 
of the other kines there are still minor jobs remaining 
unfinished, but which are rapidly progressing towards 
‘completion. For all practical purposes of transporta- 
tion, however, all the lines may be said to be finished, 
with the single exception mentioned. 

‘The State has now seven hundred and twenty miles 
of public improvements, which in potnt of extent, exe- 
cution and prospective usefulness, may challenge a 
|comparison with any other structure knowa to modern 
times. Of these improvements, six hundred and one 


at the Freasury during the fiscal year amounting in the | | miles and a quarter consist of canals and slack water 
aggregate to two hundred and thirty thousand and three | navigation, and one bundred and eighteen miles and 
hundred and thirty-one dollars and thirty-eight cents. | three-quarters are raib ways. The whole of these public 
The day is not far distant, when the finances of the State | works are so bocated as to penetrate those sections of 
will justify a liberal appropriation of money for useful | the Commonwealth which, from their known fertility 
local objects of every de scription; but it is respectfully and mineral wealth, gave the greatest promise ofa suc- 
submitted whether; under the existing state of the re- | cessful commerce with the great Eastern and Western 
venue of the Commonwealih, sound policy does not re- | emporiums of the State; and more, perhaps, than any 
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other sections, required those facilities which would | drought in the west, of unexampled duration, reduced 
have a tendency more effectually to develop their | and continued the waier of the Ohio river so low as to 


abundant, and in a measure still latent, resources, and | prevent western produce from reaching Pittsburg by 
for transporting them to market, which these great | 


State improvements were alone calculated to furnish. 

The whole cost of construction which the Common- | 
wealth will have incurred, when all her lines of im- | 
provement, now about to be completed, shall have | 
been entirely finished, including the sum which will | 
be required for that purpose for the current year, will | 


the steam boats; thus depriving the transporters, upon 


| the Pennsylvania lines of improvement, for a long time, 


of full cargoes to be carried to the eastern markets. — 
Other causes may have contributed to diminish the 
amount of tolls, but those mentioned, it is believed, 


operated more powerfully than any other in producing 
that result. 


amount to the sum of twenty-two millions one hundred | 
and fourteen thousand nine hundred and fifteen dollars | cannot happen hereafter, at least so far as those engag- 
and forty-one cents. This sum will doubtless sound | ed in the carrying trade upon the State improvements 
large to such as are unacquainted with the character of | are concerned. It is understood that the owners of the 
the improvements, their design, extent, and great pub-| several transportation lines of boats and cars, are ma- 
lic importance; but when these are scanned and un-| king ample preparation for commencing and carrying 
derstood, and when it is known that these expensive | on an active and extensive business during the next 
works were constructed by the State in her own de-} season; and as the public works will all then be in a 
fence, .to preserve her commerce from the grasp of condition for conveying all the merchandise and pro- 
powerful rival neighbors, and that her great chain of | duce that may offer to their respective places of desti- 
internal improvements has added, and will continue to| nation, and the public confidence in the stability and 
add, incalculable millions to her present wealth and! safety of that mode of conveyance will have become 
resources, the marvel will cease. more confirmed and settied, the tolls to be received 
Upon most of the loans negotiated for the construc- | from the several improvements during the current year, 
tion of the public works, the State received premiums | may, it is believed, be safely estimated at double the 
to an amount, in the :nain, sufficient, in connection with | amount of those received in the last fiscal year, which 
the other revenues set apart for that purpose, to meet! willbe about six hundred and fifty thousand dollars. A 
the payment of interest upon the whole amount of the | higher estimate has however been made by the account- 
State debt, at the respective periods when the same | ing officers upon data which in their opinion may be 
became due. The increase of tolls upon the public | relied on. 
works will, it is not doubted, supply the place of pre-| For the amount of expenditures in relation to these 
miums hereafter; and it is confidently believed that the | works, and the details generally as connected with 
people of no State in the Union, in which public works | them, you are respectfully referred to the report of the 
have been constructed at the public expense,have been | Board of Canal Commissioners and the documents ac- 
less burdened with the payment of taxes in proportion | companying the same. 
to the extent and magnitude of the respective improve- | The great chain of valuable public works which may 
ments, than the people of this State have been. And | now be said to be consummated, and which every friend 
such are the flattering prospects in regard to the future | of Pennsylvania’s true interests will contemplate with 
revenues which the Pennsylvania canal and rail roads | an honest glow of patriotic pride and pleasure, was for 
will produce, that it is mare than probable, asI have | a long time considered of doubtful experiment, both in 


before stated, that after the twenty-fifth of March, | regard to its practicability and its ultimate success; and 


eighteen hundred and thirty-six, taxation for these! its eventual completion may well be regarded as a 
objects will not be required. 


strong exemplification of the unlimited extent to which 
The amaunt of tolls received on all the public im-| the achievements of a patriotic, enterprising people, 
provements during the fiscal year ending on the first of | actuated by a spirit of virtuous emulation and jealous of 
November last, was three hundred and nine thousand | its rights, may be carried. Had this line of intercom- 
seven hundred and eighty-nine dollars and fifteen cents | munication between our great commercial metropolis in 
-—there were hawever in the hands of the collectors | the East and the head of steam boat navigation in the 
before the clase of the year, but which did not reach | West never been completed, this powerful State, in- 
the Treasury until after the accounts for the year had/ stead of commanding as she now does, and forever 
been closed by that department, tolls amounting to | hereafter must do, a large and valuable portion of the 
thirteen thousand seven hundred and forty five dollars | western trade, by whieh her wealth and enterprise will 
and ninety-three cents, which added to the sum first | be immeasurably increased, would even now have her 
mentioned, will make the amount actua'ly received | commercial energies paralyzed and be doomed to stand 
within the year, three hundred and twenty-three thou-| by and with folded arms see not only the rich and end- 


A recurrence of such unpropitious circumstances 


sand five hundred and thirty-five dollars and eight 
cents. This sum falls considerably short of the estimate 
made at the close of the preceding fiscal year, and yet, 
considering the adverse circumstances which existed at 
the opening of the navigation in the spring, and the 
uncontrolable natural impediments which occurred in 
the summer and part of the fall, the receipts of tolls 





less commerce of the West lured by the channels of 
communication opened for it by her rival neighbors, to 
their great commercial emporiums, but even that of a 
large portion of her own territory would have passed 
out of her own limits, by the same medium of convey- 
ance, to the same places of destination. 

The accomplishment of this portion of her great sys- 


were quite as large as could have been expected. The | tem of canals and rail roads, has, however, placed our 
operating causes which reduced their amount below | State so firmly on the vantage ground, in respect to the 


the estimate of five hundred thousand dollars were, a 
want of preparation,at the commencement of the spring 
transportation, on the part of the owners of transporta- 
tion lines, in not having provided a sufficient number of 
cars upon the Portage rail road, nor an adequate num- 
ber of boats upon the Western division of the canal, for 
conveying the merchandise and produce along the 
several lines to their respective places of destination. — 
The delays consequent upon this state of unprepared 

ness, occasioned large quantities of merchandise to be 
sent tothe west through other channels which would 
in preference, under other circumstances, have sought 


commerce of the West, and will have so effectually se- 
cured the whole of her own, that it will be no easy 
task to supplant her hereafter in regard to either. And 
having gained this great and all important object, if it 
were possible that she should even be prevented 
from realizing a single dollar in the shape of tolls from 
her improvements, her true interests would neverthe- 
less have been advanced to an extent immeasurably 
beyond their cost. But independently of the great 
advantage just mentioned, the inexhaustible stores of 
wealth which have bitherto lain dormant, and which 
her public works are destined to unlock: the increased 


a conveyance upon the Pennsylvania improvements. A | value they will impart to every description of property 
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throughout their whole extent; and the incalculable | court shortly for final adjudication, I shall be excused I 
accumulation of tolls they will inevitably produce, will | trust, for urging upon the immediate attention of the 
not fail to make Pennsylvania, as the God of Nature | general assembly the necessity of removing all doubt 
seems to have intended she should be, the first State in | upon this subject, by the passage of an act declaratory 
this great confederacy. _ of the intention of the legislature to vest in the appro- 

I cannot dismiss this subject without bringing to the | priate officers of the commonwealth the necessary pow- 
view of the General Assembly, the claims of the people | ers for carrying into effect the contemplated improve- 


of the north and the north-western portions of the 
State. They urge, and with reason, their title to a | 
share of the public liberality in the construction of pub- 
lic works; they allege, what is most certainly true, that | 
they have manfully stood by the system of internal im- | 
provement from its inception to the consummation of | 
that portion of it which is now completed, and have 
given it aid and encouragement; that they have borne | 
their share of the public burden, and contributed their | 
money for its accomplishment, in the shape of taxes; 


originally designed. 


| ment, and for using all the appropriate means for ren- 


dering it available for the purposes for which it was 
It is proper to mention, at the 
same time, that the discussion of the question alluded 
to has elicited a fact which theretofore had escaped 
observation, namely, that there is not either in the se- 


_veral acts referred to, nor in any of the preceding acts 


passed for the improvement of the state by canals and 
rail roads, any express provision made for authorizing 


| the appropriation of the property of individuals for 


they aver that the system, as originally designed, will | their location or that of their necessary appendages, or 
not be completed until a connection shall have been | for taking the materials and other requisites indispen- 
formed with the Elmira canal, in the State of New! sable for their construction, and for making them use- 
York, by an improvement along the North Branch of fully operative when completed. Nor is there any di- 
the Susquehanna; nor until the waters of Lake Erie are | rect or express authority contained in either of those 
made to intermingle with those of the Allegheny and | acts, for making compensation for private property 
the Delaware, by opening a communication by some | thus taken for public use, although from their phrase- 
eligible route to be fixed upon for connecting the Har- ology all those powers are abundantly implied. 

bor of Erie with the Allegheny river at Pittsburg. — In order therefore that the several powers and au- 
That the claims of these citizens are strong, is undenia- | thorities intended to be conferred by law upon the 
ble; that the system as originally designed was intended | agents of the commonwealth in the particulars referred 
to embrace at least one of those points, if not both, is | to, may be stripped of all difficulty and doubt for the 
not doubted; that they have stood by and borne their | future, allow me respectfully to recommend that they 
share of the heat and burden of the day, in that which | be severally incorporated in express terms, among the 


has been accomplished, it is but sheer justice to them to 

say; that the true policy of the State as well as 

the justice of the claims preferred, favour the project 

of carrying the system to its consummation, at no dis- | 
tant day, will scarcely admit of a doubt. ‘The claims | 
are respectfully submitted; the time, the manner and | 
the means are subjects worthy of profound Levislative | 
deliberation: and the state of the public finances as | 
connected with immediate operations, must form | 
a distinguished feature in the decision of the General 
Assembly upon these important measures. It is but | 
just that, in connection with the subjects adverted to, | 
I should mention the contemplated connection of the 
Ohio canal with the Pennsylvania improvements, at. 
some point to be designated by the legislature of that 

State. No decisive steps have, however, as yet been | 
taken by the State of Uhio for carrying the contemplat- | 


provisions to be contained in the declaratory act, the 
early passage of which has just been urged upon your 
consideration. 

It is ardently desired by a large portion of our fellow 


‘citizens that a thorough revision of the present militia 


system should take place. This measure is one of the 
first impression and will not be overlooked by a vigilant 
legislature. ‘the views expressed in the last annual 
message, with regard to that important arm of our na- 


tional defence, are still entertained, and the opinion 


that to make the system effective, legislation in regard 


‘to it must commence in congress, is confirmed by the 
, action of the legislatures of several of our sister states in 


calling the attention of that body to it. 

Resolutions adopted by the general assembly, direct- 
ing the attention of our senators and representatives in 
congress to the subject, might have a tendency to 


ed measure into effect. Should a movement be made | quicken the action of that body in relation to it. The 
by her Legislature for authorizing the proposed connec- | resolutions might be so framed as to urge upon the le- 
tion,it seems to me the subject holds out advantages too | cislatures of the other states of the Union, the propriety 
important to be neglected, and which should induce | of adopting similar measures, with a view to the 
immediate corresponding measures on the part of the | more speedy and effectual accomplishment of the 
General Assembly of this State. I would also mention, | object. 

whilst upon the subject of our internal improvements, | 'A letter has been received from the Honorable Wil- 
that upon the argument of a bill in equity filed in the | Jiam Wi kins; late a senator in congress, resigning his 
Circuit Court of the United States for the Eastern ‘lis- | seat in that body. The attention of the general assem- 
trict of Pennsylvania, praying an injunction to restrain | bly is respectfully invited to the subject, in order that 
certain superintendents and agents of the Board of Ca- | the vacancy may be filled atas early a period as practi- 
nal Commissioners from proceeding inthe erection of | cable, congress being now in session and a full repre- 


a dam, digging a trench, and diverting and using the | 
water of a strc am of water on the land of tie complain- 
ants, for the purpose of establishing water stations for | 
supplying the locomotive and stationary engines upon | 
the Philadelphia and Columbia rail road with the neces. | 
sary quantity of water the Court, although they ad- | 
mitted that taking the several acts of the last session, 
authorizing the purchase of locomotive engines, and 
the preservation of water stations, drains, &c. belong: 
ing to said road, in connection, their phraseology went | 
far to show that it was the intention of the Legislature | 
to authorize the making of the latter; yet they seemed 
to doubt whether such intention could be so made out 
as to convey the power to enter on private property 
and make a permanent appropriation of a water course 
for such a purpose. | 
As this question is intended to be brought before the 


sentation of the state, in that body, desirable. 

A further report by the commissioners appointed to 
revise the civil code may be expected shortly. The 
gentlemen engaged in that arduous work are laboring 
assiduously to bring it to a close. The undertaking is 
one requiring much investigation, deep reflection and 


great care in the compilation and arrangement of the 


subject matter, as well as the detail, necessary to enter 
into a code of laws for regulating the civil relations of a 
community so numerous and diffuse as ours; and it may 
become necessary to grant a further extension of the 
time allotted to tem, in order to enable them to com- 
plete a work which they have been prosecuting with 
so much ability, and, I may add, with so much advan- 
tage to the public Several of the bills reported by 
the commissioners have not received the legislative 
sanction, but remain among the unfinished business of 





iNeed. : 





1834. ] 


GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 375 


ce ES {OR eee = 
—-=— 




















the last session. Some of those bills would, it is under- | gallery, &c. are in progress and will soon be finished. 
stood, if enacted into laws, be of primary importance, | Such alterations, it is understood, have been made in 
and especially that relating to the inspection of produce | this building and the arrangement of the cells, as to 
of various descriptions, as it would have an important | have enabled those entrusted with the government of 
bearing upon the western trade seeking transportation | the institution to put the system of solitary confinement 
upon our canals and rail roads, and consequently upon | and solitary labor partially into operation. A report 
the amount of tolls to be derived from them. | was made by the architect 'o the board of inspectors, 
An sgreement has been concluded and signed by the | showing the alterations, the improvement of the mate- 
commissioners appointed on the part of this State and! rial and form of construction of the cells, the progress 
the State of New Jersey, in relation tu the use of the | ofthe work, &c. together with an estimate of the sums 
waters. of the Delaware river, which will require the \ necessary for its partial completion and the completion 
sanction ofthe legislatures of the respective States to | of the structure to the whole extent of its original design, 
render it effectual. copies of which have been forwarded to the Executive 
The report of the commissioners will be laid before | and will be laid before you. 
you shortly, together with the agreement. Fromthe| Inthis prison there were, at the commencement of 
high character of the gentlemen entrusted with this ne-j the present year, one hundred and four convicts; 
gotiation, for intelligence and capacity, we may rea-| between that period and the twenty-first of November, _ 
sonably anticipate that such an arrangement has been | there were received intoit forty-three; discharged from 
made, as will be entirely satisfactory to the people it fifty-three, and three died—leaving at the last men- 
of both States, by effectually securing the rights of} tioned date, ninety-one criminals convicted of various 
each. offences. Owing to sickness which prevailed to a con- 
The arrangements of the districts for holding terms siderable extent among the prisoners confined in the 
of the Supreme court, made at the last session of the | Western penitentiary, and which is ascribed in some 
Legislature, and the entire abolition of the Circuit | measure to the dampness of the new cells, and the want 
courts, seem to have met the approbation generally of | of profitable employment for them during the season, 
those connected with the administration of justice.— | the proceeds of their labor, which consisted for the 
The change is believed to have operated a great relief | most part of picking oakum, will fall short of the sum 
to the Judges of that court, by ridding them of an ex- | required for their support by about one half. 
ceedingly oppressive weight of judicial labor; while it} Preparations are now making to employ the convicts 
has placed them in a condition to put an end to the | extensively in the manufacture of cotton goods, as soon 
complaints of ‘* the law’s delay,” and enabled them to | as the prices of such manufactures will justify that mea- 
despatch the public business with promptness, and with | sure; the business of shoe making will also be vigorous- 
more satisfaction to themselves, as well as to those who | ly carried on, and it is intended that the prisoners shall 
are to be affected by their decisions. Several bills, I | all be so employed hereafter as to ensure sufficient 
understand, will be laid before you at an early period | earnings to defray the entire expense of their mainten- 
of your session, by the commissioners appointed to re- | ance and support. 
vise the civil code, relative to the courts, their jurisdic-| From communications received from the intelligent 
tion and powers, and the administration of justice gen- | wardens of both these extensive punitory structures, 
erally, which will doubtless receive the attention of the | it is manifest that the system of solitary confinement 
General Assembly, during the present session, I am! with labor, obviates the necessity of inflicting rigorous 
not aware that any important change in the organi- | corporal punishment of any kind; neither the lash nor 
zation of the courts of Common Pleas is desired at this | fetters nor chains are necessary for subduing the most 
time. | hardened convict; the chances of escape are greatly 
By an act approved the 27th February, one thousand | diminished; and the discipline of the penitentiary, as 
eight hundred and thirty-three, one hundred and thirty | now practised, carries greater terror into the ranks of 
thousand dollars were appropriated for completing the | evil doers than any other heretofore devised. It is 
Kastern, and sixty thousand dollars for effecting certain | believed, by those whose opportunities of judging, entitle 
alterations in the Western Penitentiary, which latter | their opinions to respect, that the dread of this kind of 
sum was increased by an additional appropriation of | punishment has in some measure prevented the com- 
twenty thousand dollars by the act of the fifteenth of | mission of crime in the Western district; the number 
April of the present year. These several sums have | of convicts received into that prison during the present, 
been expended in prosecuting the work they were de- | being much less than that of those received in the pre- 
signed to accomplish, and in the Eastern Penitentiary | ceding year. 
the cells, directed by the legislature to be built, have |} Such has been the growing confidence in the superi- 
been erected and permanei.tly covered in. A consid- ority of this system over that of any other, within the 
erable portion of the work, however, still remains un- | range of criminal jurisprudence, that several of our 
finished, and the whole will not be completed before | sister states are constructing penitentiaries for their re- 
mid-summer of the ensuing year. For the entire com- | spective states upon the Pennsylvania plan, and others 
pletion of the work, an additional appropriation will be | are about to follow their example. These establish- 
required, In this institution there were confined on the | ments should as soon as possible be put in a condition 
first of January of the present year, one hundred and | to answer the end designed—the reformation of the 
fifty male and two female prisoners, and between that | convict, and his restoration to the bosom of that society 
period and the first of November following, eighty-four | whose peace he has disturbed, and against whose laws 
male convicts were received into, and twenty-four | he has offended: Whether the general assembly will 
males and one female were discharged from the peni- | authorize the completion of the whole of the work at 
tentiary, by expiration of sentence, eight were pardon- | this time, or to what extent, will be for them to say.— 
ed and five died—leaving in the establishment at the | Should the appropriations be made however, it will be 
date last mentioned; two hundred criminals convicted necessary to provide a fund to meet them, other than 
of various offences, of which one hundred and ninety- | those now provided and relied on to meet the ordinary 
nine are males and one female. In the Western estab- | demands upon the treasury. 
lishment, a block consisting of one hundred and four} { have exhibited very briefly, but imperfectly, the 
cells, which had been commenced in the spring of | advantages which the present penitentiary system as 
eighteen hundred and thirty-three is now completed; | practiced in Pennsylvania possesses over every other 


the observatory and apartments connected with the | known to the criminal code, as well for subduing the 
same are also nearly finished, Another block of seventy- | refractory spirit of the convict, as for his reformation 
six cells is rapidly progressing towards completion. A | andthe prevention of crime, and have to regret that I 
variety of other works, consisting of flag stone fieors, am constrained by a deep sense of paramount public 
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duty, tocommunicate to the General Assembly the un- 
pleasant information, received from a high official 
source, of abuses charged by individuals as existing in 
the economy and general management of the institution 
denominated ‘‘ The Eastern Penitentiary,” which, for 
the honor of those implicated, it is sincerely hoped may 
turn out to be unfounded. The charges alleged may 
be comprehended under the following summary—Fre- 
quent misapplication of the public property and public 
labor to the private advantage of various persons con- 
nected with the institution; cruel and unusual punish- 
ments inflicted on refractory convicts; and the indul- 
gence in great irregularities and gross immoralities on 
the part of those concerned in the management and 
general superintendence of the institution. It isdue no 
less to the reputation of those implicated in the charges 
which have been thus presented, than to the character 


‘of the institution itself, that an immediate inquiry should 


be instituted into the truth or falsity of the several alle- 
gations, in order that a speedy corrective may be appli- 
ed iftrue, or that the innocence of the accused may be 
made to appear, if false. Believing that the representa- 
tives of the people are the rightful guardians of these 
institutions, and the legal and constitutional protectors 
of the rights of their unfortunate inmates, I have con- 
sidered it my duty to bring the subject to their notice, 
under a firm conviction that it will receive from them 
that consideration and attention which its importance 
requires. 

All the duties devolving upon the Executive under 
acts or resvlutions of the General Assembly, requiring 
immediate attention, have been promptly pe: formed. 

In conclusion, perm't me to congratulate you upon 
the favorable auspices under which you are about to 
commence your legislative duties; the prosperous and 
happy condition of our country generally and of our 
own Commonwealth more especially; the improvements 
which are every where exhibiting themselves, as well 
in science and in the arts, asin the physical rel.tions of 


the country; the steady advancement of our agriculture, | 


commerce and manufactures, to a state ensuring to those 


engag:d inthem, competency and independence; the | 


manifest diminution of vice; the perceptible growth of 
virtue, and the visible increase of a wholesome public 
morality. Permit me to assure you of a hearty concur- 
rence in every constitutional measure tending to the 
public good; and may He who is the fountain of all wis- 
dum, guide and direct your deliberations, and lead you 
to the adoption of such measures as will ensure the ge- 
neral welfare. 
GEO: WOLF. 
Haraissvure, Dec. 5, 1834, 


REPORT OF THE CANAL COMMISSIONERS. 
Annual Report of the Canal Commissioners of Penn- 
sylvania, made to the Governor, December 2, 1834. 
Canat Commissroners’ Room, 
December 2, 1854. f 
His Excellency Groner Worr, 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 
Sir—By order of the Board of Canal Commissioners, 


I have the honor of transmitting to you their aunual re- | 


port, for the year ending the first November last, and 
accompanying documents. 
JAMES CLARKE, President. 


The Canal Commissioners respectfully submit their 
Annual Report: 


On the fourth day of July, one thousand eight hun- 


dred and twenty-six, a little more than eight years ago, | 
the State of Pennsylvania commenced her great system | 
of internal improvements by breaking ground on the | 
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tent, magnitude and utility,stands unrivalled in modern 

times, the Canal Commissioners have the satisfaction 

of announcing to their fellow citizens, that all the lines 

of canal and rail way authorized by law, are so far 
| completed as to admit of transportation throughout 
| their whole extent. 

Although the canals and rail ways are now in a con- 
dition to accommodate the present trade, there is yet 
some work under contract and in progress on several of 
the lines requiring to be finished to render them com- 
plete. The most important work remaining unfinished, 
is the second track on the Portage rail way; this, how- 
ever, is progressing with such rapidity as to ensure its 

| completion before the opening of the canal next 
spring. 

The navigation on the Susquehanna and the North 
and West Branch divisions remained open until about 
the 12th of December last. Onthe Juniataand Western 
divisions until about the 20th, and on the Eastern and 
Delaware divisions, until the Ist of January. But as the 
| Union canal closed about the middle of December, 
little or no business was done after that period on the 

Pennsylvania canal, west of Portsmouth, 

The several lines of canal opened for transportation 
in the following order: 
The Delaware division, 


| 
| 
| 
60 miles, Ist March, 1834, 
Eastern do. 45 * let * “ 
Juniata, from Duncan’s 
| Islandto Aughwick, 69 ‘** Ist * 
Western division, from 
the head of the pool 
of dam No. 1, to 
Pittsburg, 41 ** Ath 
Juniata division, from 
Aughwick to Franks- 
town, 56 “ 6th 
Western division, from 
' Johnstown to the 
pool ofdam No. 1, 635 ‘ 10th 
Susquehanna and West 
Branch divisions, 65 ** 10th 
Juniata division from 
Frankstown to Holli- 
| daysburg, 2%, 18. * “ 
North Branch division, 59 ‘* 23d * “s 
} French creek division, 22 ‘* SOth ‘* ss 
Beaver division, 24 ** 28th May ss 
Wyoming line, 1S * 4th July - 
And the rail ways were opened and in use as fol- 
lows: 
| Columbia line, from the head of the SchuyIkill inclined 
plane to the intersection of the West 
Chester rail way, eighteen miles of 
double track, in use throughout the 
year. 
from the head of the p!ane to the inter- 
section of Vine and Broad streets, in 
the city of Philadelphia, four miles of 
double track, opened on the 25th 
day of December last, and has been 
in use since. 


' 


Do. do. 


Portage, whole distance, thirty-six miles of single track, 


opened on the 18th of March. 
And an entire line ot communication throughout the 
Schuylkill and Union canals, and the Pennsylvania im- 
| provements, has been kept up between Philadelphia 
and Pittsburg since that time. 
Columbia line, from the intersection of the West Chester 
rail way to the borough of Columbia, 
| sixty miles of single track, in use from 
16th April. 
same distance, second track, in use 
from October 7th. 
It will be seen by the foregoing, that the main line of 


Do. do. 


canal, near her capitol at Harrisburg, and notwith- | canal was opened between the Ist and 12th of March, 
standing the formidable difficulties and embarrassments and that a single track on the Portage ral way was 
incident to the prosecution of a wok, which, for ex- | opened for public use on the 18th; but as those 
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engaged in the transportation were not prepared to 
take advantage of the first opening of the line, in the 
early part of the sesson an immense amount of mer- 
chandize, destined for the west, accumulated in the 
warehouses at Philadelphia, Harrisburg and Hollidays- 
burg, and was prevented from reaching Pittsburg in 
due time, owing principally to the want of the requi- 
site number of cars un the Portage and boats on the 
Western division. ‘The delays thus produced, proved 





themselves in the progress of the public improvements. 
But by the devoted zeal and untiring perseverance of 
the agents employed by the board in the construction 
and care of the several lines, as well as from the steady 
support which the system has received from enlighten- 
ed public opinion, those formidable obstacles have not 
only been encountered, but successfully overcome; and 
the period has arrived, when the Canal Commissioners 


| can say to their fellow citizens of this Communwealth— 


a source of disappointment and vexation to the mer- | ‘* The six hundred miles of canal and one hundred and 
chants, which, together with the lack of correct infor- | twenty miles of rail road which you directed us to have 
mation on the part of persons at a distance, respecting | constructed, are now ready for use.’ Nor have these 
the facilities afforded by the new improvements, as well | great works been constructed in vain. The trade upon 


as a want of confidence of others in their stability, oc- 
casioned much of the spring trade that ought to have 
been carried on the Pennsylvania lines, to seek other 
channels. 

A portion of the trade being thus diveited, and in the 


them during the present season has been auspicious, 
and cannot fail to be highly gratifying to every Penn- 
sylvanian who feels a laudable pride in the growing 
prosperity of his own State. 

‘The amount of toll collected and puid into the State 


mean time the transporters having obtained a supply of ; Treasury within the fiscal year, ending on the 31st of 
boats and cars which enabled them to carry all the | October, 1854, is $509,789 15 
freight that offered, merchandize at one time was car- | To which should be added the toll re- 
ried from Philadelphia to Pittsburg in eight days, for | ceived by collectors subsequently to 
one dollar, per hundred pounds; and while the Ohio | their last remittance, but which did 
river continued in good navigable order, it was trans- | | not reach the Treasury until after the 
ported from Philadelphia to Cincinnati in twelve days, | accounts of the year were closed by 
for one dollar and thirty cents,per one hundred pounds. | that department, 

Cotton was carried from the State of Tennessee to | 

Philadelphia, on the Ohio river and Pennsylvania ca- | Whole amount of toll collected within 
nals, for one dollar twelve and a half cents, per one | the year,* 

hundred pounds. Flour also was transported from | 

Pittsburg to Philadelphia, for one dollar twelve and a | That the public may have a standard of comparison 
half cents per barrel. The transportation of western | between she progressive increase in the tolls derived 
produce was brisk in the spring, but limited the rest of | from the public works of Pennsylvania, and the tolls 
the season, owing toa long continued drought in the | received on the New York canals, whereby an estimate 
west, which prevented steam boats plying on the Ohio | can be made of the probable amount which may rea- 
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from reaching Pittsburyz; consequently, the transport- | 
ers upon the Pennsylvania improvements were unable, 
for several months, to obtain full cargocs on their east- 
ern bound voyages. This fact demonstrates the pro- | 
priety of an appropriation by Congress, (Pittsburg be- | 
ing a port of entry, ) for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the river Ohio. 

Besides the caus«s which have already been assigned 
as tending to retard the trade on the public canals and 
rail ways, and diminish the amount anticipated, the | 
derangement of the monied concerns of the United | 
States last winter and spring, had a serious effect.— | 
Merchants and traders acted with extreme caution, and 
limited their business within a compass dictated by 
prudence, 

The old part of the Nanticoke dam was carried away 
last spring. By the erection of a coffer dam, the navi- | 
gation was kept up,subject to occasional interruptions, 
until the completion of the new dam. 

A few breaches in the banks on some of the lines 
have occurred during the season, principally from de- 
fects in the original construction of the canal; but in 
most instances, they were of small extent, and always 
promptly repaired. The Eastern division, between 
Portsmouth and Columbia, was not in use for about five | 
or six weeks, for want of a sufficient supply of water. | 
A like occurrence, from the same cause, cannot in fu- | 
ture take place, asa feeder from the Swatara creek, to | 
supply the deficiency, is now in a course of construc- | 
tion. On the Eastern and Susquehanna divisions there | 
was a deficiency of water for boats with heavy loads for 
a few days, and on the Western division the same thing | 
took place occasionally; with these exceptions, the ca- 
nal has been kept in excellent condition, so that there | 
has been but little interruption of the trade during this 
season. Itis especially a gratifying fact, that through- | 
out the whole extent of the main line, west of the Union 
canal, from the time it was filled with water in the | 
spring, no serious accident has occurred to interrupt | 
the navigation, or mar the arrangements and prospects | 
of those engaged in transportation. 

Jnnumerable and disheartcning difficulties presented 
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sonably be expected hereafter, the following table is 
inserted, 

Comparative statement of toll received on the New 
York and Pennsylvania improvements. 


Pennsylvania. New York. 
ears. Amount. Years. Amount, 
1850 27,012 90 1820 5,437 34 
1851 38,241 20 1821 14,388 47 
1832 50,909 57 1822 64,072 40 
1833 151,419 69 1823 152,958 33 
1834 323,535 08 1824 340,761 07 
1825 566,112 97 
1826 762,003 60 
1827 859,058 48 
1828 838,444 65 
1829 813,137 45 


1830 1,056,922 12 

1831 1,223,801 98 

1832 1,229,483 47 

1833 1,463,715 22 

It may be proper here to remark, that New York be- 
gan on the easiest made portions of her canals and fi- 
nished them progressively, hence her improvements 


| became more immediately productive in proportion to 








* From the first to the twenty-ninth November of 
the present fiscal year, the collectors on the Pennsylva- 
nia improvements have received $42,529 42. 

Which added to the amount in the an- 
nexed table, inakes the sum received 


in the first five years, $633,447 86 


| The amount received the first five years 


on the New York canals, (their re- 


ports closed on the Ist January,) is $577,617 61 





Balance for the first five years in favor 
of the Pennsylvania improvements, $55,830 25 
To which should be added, to make the ‘comparison 

complete, the amount of tolls which will be collected in 


Pennsylvania in the month of December. 
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the expenditure, than those of Pennsylvania, as the structed by a company from the Schuylkill near. Fuir- 
improvements of the latter were commenced in detach- | mount, through Penn township and the Northern Lib- 
ed sections, unconnected with each other, which pre- | erties to the Delaware, intersecting and crossing the 
vented the parts first finished from becoming useful or | Columbia rail way near its termination. Thus, for 
productive until the completion of the intermediate por- | practical purposes, the great chain of improvements, 
tions. | may be said to commence at two points on the Delaware 

Last year, New York had about five hundred miles! river, north and south of the limits of the city, but with- 
of canal in use, on which she took toll to the amount in the range of a dense population and an active busi- 
of one million, four hundred and sixty-three thousand | ness. At either place the cargoes of sea vessels may. 


seven hun:red and fifiecen dollars and twenty-two cents, | be transferred immediately into rail-road cars, or the 
equal to two thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven | 
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dollars and forty.three cents per mile. At this rate the 
seven hundred and twenty miles of canal and rail way, 
belonging to this State, will, in a few years, yield two | 
m Ilion, one hundred and seven thousand, seven hun- | 
dred and forty-nine dollars and sixty cents per annum, | 
which sum there is every reason to believe, will be re- 


contents of the cars into vessels, without any expense 


| for drayage. 


Starting from tbe Delaware and pursuing our course~ 
westwardly, on the rail-way three miles west of the city, 


| we reach the viaduct and road bridge across the 


Schuylkill. It is one thousand and eight feet in length, 
and was first opened for public use on the 25th day of 


alized in less time than it has taken our sister state to’ December, 1833. Immediately west of the viaduct the 
arrive at the amount of tolls received by her, last year. | Schuylkill inclined plane presents itself. It is two 

The opinion of the beard, as to this favorable result, | thousand eight hundred and five feet in length, with a 
is founded upon the following facts. rise ot one hundred and eighty seven feet. Cars are 


Ist. The canals in Pennsylvania can be navigated five | drawn up and let down upon it by a stationary steam 
weeks earlier in the spring, and three weeks later in engine of sixty horse power placed at the head of the 
the fall than those of New York, and the Columbia rail | plane. A lot of ground adjoining the building con- 
way can be used throughout the year, taining the stationary engine, has been purchased and 

2d. The centraland commercial position which Penn- | there are now erecting on it an engine house for loco- 
sylvania occupies in the Union. motives, machine shops and other buildings and fixtures 

Sd. ‘The command she has of the Ohio river, the | necessary for the preservation and repair of engines 
great channel of communication with the empire of the | belonging to the Commonwealth. 


West. And About twenty-two miles west of the city, the West 
4th. The advantages she will have over New York,in | Chester rail road, nine miles long, commences and 
tonnage arising from her inexhausuble beds of coal and | diverges to the south-west, and six miles further west a 
mines of tron. | branch of the same rail road is united to the Columbia 
The following table shows the number of boatsclear- | rail way, from whence it diverges and runs a south- 
ed and the distance travelled by the passengers on the | easterly course. 


public improvements for the last three years: The Columbia inclined plane, near the borough of 


Columbia, in Lancaster county, is one thousand eight 
hundred feet in length, with an altitude of ninety feet. 
At its summit there is also a stationary engine of forty 
horse power. Suitable buildings, near the head of the 
plane, for locomotive engines, machine shops, &c. are 
now in progress, and will soon be finished, 

From the west end of the twenty-two miles next 
Philadelphia to Columbia, being sixty miles long, a 
single track of rail way was opened for public use on 


Years. No. of boats No. of miles travelled | 
cleared. by passengers. 
1832 5,000 152,788 | 
1823 12,529 878,315 
1834 18,797 4,085,191 | 
There have been six hundred and sixty-four boats on | 
the canal, and three hundred and forty-nine cars on the | 
rail way, regularly registered, of which one hundred and | 
two cars are on the Columbia rail way,and two hundred | 


and forty-seven cars on the Portage. 


engaged in the carrying business, are making prepara- 
tions to double their present means of couveyance.— 
Besides, there will be acided several new lines of packet 
and freight boats, which are now constructing. 
a knowledge of these facts, there can be no hazard in 


concluding that the tolls of 1855, will more than dou- 


ble the amount received in 1834. 

For the purpo-e of securing to the community the 
longest period of navigation, orders have been issued 
to the supervisors to keep the canal open, and if prac- 
ticable, prevent its passage from being interrupted by 
ice until the first of January, 
rected to put their respective lines in the best possible 
order; have them filled with water and ready for the 
spring trade by the first of March. In ordinary seasons 
this can be accomplished. 


Columbia rail way. 


In conformity with the act of the 21st of March, 
1831, the city of Philadelphia has constructed four 
tracks of rails from the termination of the Columbia rail 
way at the intersection of Vine and Broad streets, «long 
the latter street to Cedar street. From this point a 
company has laid a single track of rails : long Broad to 
Prime street, and thence down Prime and Washington 
streets through Southwark tothe Delaware river, near 
the navy vard. Another rail road has also been con- 


Imposing as this | 
number of boats and cars may appear, they are not suf. | 
ficient for the trade expected to be done next year.— | 
But to meet the increasing trade, the transporters now | 


| the Columbia bridge. 
With | 


They have also been di- | 


the 16th day of April last, and the second track was also 
opened on the 7th day of October. 


In compliance with the act of the 26th of March, 
1832, the canal commissioners caused to be pl..ced 
under contract the work necessury to form a connection 
between the main track of the Columbia rail way and 
This work is in progress and 
nearly finished, and when the bridge company shall 
have laid rails on the bridge in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the said act, the connection between the main 


track at Columbia and Wrightsville in York county will 
be complete, 


Immediately after the passage of the act of the 15th 
day of April last, authorizing the canal Commissioners 
to place locomotive engines on the rail way, directions 
were given to the superintendent to procure if possible 
fifteen. for the use of the Columbia rail way. Two 
have been purchased and placed on the road, they per- 
form well. ‘the remaining thirteen have been engag- 
ed, ten of which will be placed upon the read by the 


first day of March next, and the other three by the first 
day of June. 


From the present prospect of a large increase of 
business on the Pennsylvania improvements, the board 
believe it will require from twenty to twenty-five en- 
gines to accommodate the trade and travelling next 
season, and that this number must be increased annually 
for several yearsto come. That a greater number has 
not been contracted for since the passage of the act 
than is now engaged, was owing to the difficulty of pro- 
curing them in this country, and the want of funds.— 
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The cost of those purchased is thrown upon the general | ones in case of accidents, and to accommodate the busi- 
appropriation for finishing and furnishing the rvad to | ness as it increases on the road. 

make it useful, Immediately after the passage of the act making an 

Sideways, scales for weighing cars and their loading, | appropriation for laying the second track on the moun- 
collectors offices and water stations have been construct- | tar, orders were forwarded to Engl.nd for seventeen 
ed, or are in a course of construction at nece-sary and | hundred and ninety-three and a half tons of rails.— 
convenient points along the road. A few more wiil| These orders were filled at one manufactory in Wales, 
be required to render the means of transportation | in twelve weeks, and by the last advices the iron had 
complete, | all been shipped. Of sixteen thousand nine hundred 

and fifty barsof edge rails, eighteen feet long, contract- 
ed to be deiivered, fourteen thousand five hundred and 
eighty six were received at Philadelphia previous to 

the report of the superintendent, on the thirty-first of 
have been finished. A coilectors office at that place is | October, As s-on as the iron arrives at the city, it is 
now building—one end of the public basin wharfed, | transported to the Portage. The chairs, pins, and 
and this winter a wharf will be constructed the whole | Wedges, about seven hundred tons, are manufactured 
length of the basin on the side next the river. ; in our own State, 

A feeder dam nine and a half feet high, and three | | Contracts were entered into, assoon as possible after 
hundred feet long was built this summer in the Swatara | the passage of the law making an appropriation for pro- 
creek at Portsmouth, from whence a feeder for the | Curmg the materials and doing all the necessary work to 
canal of two miles and a quarter in length is now in | complete the road, and the work has been prosecuted 
progress and will be ready for use by the Ist day ot | with so much spirit as to insure its completivn by the 
March next. time the navigation opens in the spring, unless a failure 

The eastern span of the bridge over the Susquehan should take place in the delivery of the balance of the 
na at Claiks ferry had settled so much as to render it | rails, which is not apprehended. 
necessary to build a new pier in the centre of the span. Ground has been purchased at Hollidaysb urg and at 
This was done and the bridge is now considered entire- | Johnstown, and contracts entered into for erecting 
ly secure. | thereon suitable buildings and machinery for the pre- 

In the original construction of the canal two dams | servation and repair of locomotive engines belunging to 
were built in the Juniata river at North’s Island, which in | the Commonwealth. This work is now in progress. — 
common with all other dams erected on the public works | A rigger’s loft for the ropes of the inclined planes, is 
at the commencement of the system, proved detective, | built on the summit of the mountain where the rail way 
A new dam was built on the north side of the island last | crosses the turnpike road—at this point, smiths’ and 
year, a like improvement is required on the south side, | Carpenters’ shops will also be built as soon as prac- 
and it will be made as soon as practicable, ticuble, for repairing the stationary engines, machine- 

When the rope ferry above North’s island was con-} ry, &e. 




















Canal— Main Line. 


Since our last annual report, the out let locks at Co- 
lumbia, between the canal basin and the Susquehanna, 







































structed, only one pier was built in the river to support | 
the rope. ‘This proved insufficient; and to remedy 
the defect, two additional piers were built by the su- 
pervisor. 

The dam in the Juniata, at the head of the Long Nar- 
rows, had settled so much as to render it necessary to 
raise and strengthen it by the erection of a new breast 


or structure of crib work below it. This was accord- | cover about thirty-one miles. 


Ateach end of the Portage, weighing scales and 
houses for weigh-masters are erecting, and are now 
nearly finished. Preparations are also making to con- 
struct two additional tracts along the basins at Hollidays- 
burg and Johnstown. 

The inclined planes on the Portage, cover about five 
miles of the road, and the levels, eleven in number, 
The level next to Holli- 











ingly done, by which the dam is effectually secured.— | daysburg, and the two next to Johnstown, make an 
A narrow gorge, for several miles below this dam, | aggregate distance of twenty-two miles—on these three 
causes the river to raise so high during freshets, as to | levels, locomotive eng.nes can be used advantageously 
burst the banks of the canal. To prevent occurrences | —the other eighr levels, comprising above nine miles in 








of this kind hereafter, it will be necessary to construct 
a guard lock about two miles below the dam. Prepa- 
rations are making to put two new spans in the aque- 
duct at Shaeffer’s ford, and whici will be done during 
the coming winter, 

It became necessary to erect a new dam in the Juni- 
ata, on the south side of an island in the river, at the 
mouth of the Raystown branch, in lieu of the old one, 
which had become much impaired and was likely to 
fail. The work is now finished. 

With a view of rendering the public improvements 
permanently secure, as well as to guard against acci- 
dents where any danger is apprehended, the board have 
caused the abutments, guard banks and heads of guard 
locks, at all the dams on the Frankstown line, to be 
raised and strengthened. There are two lift locks on 
this line requiring repair, which will be done this 
winter. 


Portage Rail Way. 


The first track of the Portage rail way was complet- 
ed and opened for public use on the 18th of March last. 
The stationary engines and other machinery at the 
inclined planes, work well, and fully answer the purpo- 
ses for which they were designed. Contracts are made 
for ten other engines: they are now constructing, and 
when finished, will be placed during the winter along 
side of those already in operation. These additional 
engines are intended to supply the place of the present 


length, must be worked with horses. 

Upon being vested with the requisite authority by 
the Legislature, the board directed the superintendent 
to procure five locomotive engines, three of which have 
been engaged and it is expected will soon be delivered 
and placed upon the levels next to Johnstown; but an 
active trade will require more than double the number 
ordered. 

Before quitting the subject of the rail ways, the Ca- 
nal Commissioners take occusion to remark, that the 
experience of the past season has convinced them that 
these roads, either as regards revenue, facilities to trade 
or general accommodation, will not answer public ex- 
pectation if thrown open like highways, to be used in- 
discriminately. Every person who has paid the least 
attention to the transportation upon them, since they 
were opened must be convinced that an unrestrained 
and indiscriminate application of motive power is attend- 
ed with dangers, delaysand interruption. Safety, re- 
gularity and punctuality, must first be secured, before 
these important links in our great chain of improve- 
ments can fully answer the purpose for which they 
were designed, and the board are decidedly of the opii« 
ion, that this desideratum is only to be obtained, by the 
Commonwealth furnishing all the motive power and 
directing its application. 

The board would also respectfully refer the Legisla- 
ture to the accompanying reports of the superintendents 
and engineers of the Columbia and Portage rail roads, 
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for the cost of stationary and locomotive engines, and 
the current expenses of motive power. The informa- 
tion contained in these reports in relation to all matters 
connected with the beneficial use of these works, is so 
clearly exhibited as to render it unnecessary, on the 
part of the board, to say any thing more on the subject 
—except earnestly, but respectfully urging upon the 
Legislature, the necessity of making early provision to 
procure a sufficient number of locomotive engines to 
accommodate a rapidly increasing trade, 


Western Division. 


Although the navigation of this line was maintained 
throughout the past season, the board consider it their 
duty to apprize the Legislature, that in very dry times, 
there may not be a sufficiency of water in the Cone- 
maugh river, to answer the demands of an active trade. 
To be prepared for an occurrence of this kind, a reser- 
voir is deemed necessary, and the engineer of the line 


was directed to make an examination for a suitable site, | 


There is no doubt entertained that by means of a reser- 
voir, an ample supply of water can be collected and 
stored up to meet any emergency. 


A weigh-lock and dwelling house for a weigh-master, 


dwelling house and office for the collector, and a bridge | 


over the canal between these buildings, are now con- 
structing at Johnstown, and nearly completed. 


During the past summer a dam was built in the Cone- 
maugh river, at Blairsville, immediately below and at- 
tached to the old part of the dam, which was consider- 
ed unsafe, ‘Two years ago, one hundred and fifty feet 
were added to the length of the dam; this has stood 
firm, presenting another proof that dams may be con- 
structed in any of our rivers, with perfect safety, capa- 


ble of resisting the highest freshets without being in- | 


jured. 


New dams have likewise been built in the Kiskimine- 
tas river, below and connected with the old ones, at the 
Big Falls, and atdam No. 3 below Rambaugh’s ferry; 
about one hundred and twenty feet of the dam at the 
Big falls, were carried away by an ice flood, in the 
month of January last, but it was so far repaired by the 
10th of March as to fill the canal with water. 


A new breast of crib work has been added to the 
great dam at Leechburg, and, to prevent leakage, all 
the dams on the division, have been thoroughly gra- 
velled. 

Three new arches in the last aqueduct over the Alle- 
gheny river at the mouth of the Kiskiminetas, were put 
in during the suspension of the navigation last winter, 


in lieu of the old ones which had failed. Two new ones | 


were also put in the Pittsburg aqueduct; but to render 
these works secure, several additional new arches 
are required, The timber for this purpose is all 
prepared, and the work will be finished the coming 
winter. 


The out-let-lock into the river at Allegheneytown, 
failed last year, A large portion of it had to be taken 
down and rebuilt. All the work connected with this 
job is finished, One side of the out-let-lock into the 
Kiskiminetas, ,below Saltzburg, was also found to be 
defective. It likewise was taken down and rebuilt.— 
Many of the locks on this division require repairing, and 
the heads of some of them must be taken down and re. 
constructed. 


New cylindrical sewers of brick work, five feet in di- 
ameter, are constructing on each side of Grant’s hill, in 
the city of Pittsburg, for the purpose of conveying 
away the wash, which descends from the hills, and 
preventing it from running into the canal as heretofore. 
One million ninety-six thousand nine hundred and ten 
bricks will be required for this job. ‘he sewer leading 
into the Monongahela is one thousand seven hundred 
feet long, and was nearly finished on the 31st of Octo- 
ber. ‘Lhe other two thousand seven hundred feet 
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long, which empties into the Allegheny river, is so 
far advanced as to render the completion of the work 
required this fall, highly probable. 


Beaver and French Creek Divisions. 


Having in former reports given detailed descriptions 
|of the public improvements, and their situation with 
the length of the rail roads, canals, slack water and 
feeders; the number of dams, aqueducts and locks, 

with the amount of lockage on each line, the board 
| think a repetition of the same facts, in the present re- 
port, unnecessary. Jn relation then to the Beaver and 


| French creek divisions, they have only to remark, that, 
| with the exception of a few unimportant jobs, these 
| divisions containing seventy-six miles of isolated canal 
| are completed, and in good navigable order. 


Susquehanna Lines. 


No new work of any consequence was required with- 
in the last year on the Susquehanna division, or the 
Muncy line of the West Branch division, except a 
| weigh lock at Northumberland, which is nearly fin- 
ished. 

In 1832 a portion of the Nanticoke dam on the North 
| Branch, was carried away by a freshet, and it was sub- 
| stantially re-built during that season; the remaining 
| part of the dam having failed last spring, was replaced 
| by a new structure built the past season. 

| New safety gates have been erected upon the same 
_line opposite to Catawissa and at Santee’s, for the pur- 
| pose of protecting the canal against the effects of floods 
| which on the North Branch of the Susquehanna, rise to 
| a great height. 

The locks upon the old line of the North Branch di- 
| vision, eightin number, are built entirely of timber, and 
) are the only locks of the kind on the public improve- 
ments of the State. They are decaying, and must all 
| be re-constructed within a short period. Yhe sound 
| policy of re-placing them with substantial stone locks is 
evident, and for which preparations should be made 
-hext summer. It may not be considered inappropriate 
at this place to remark, that the use of a material so 
_ perishable as timber should, as far as consistent with 
| true economy, be avoided on the canals and rail roads 
of the State. 


The towing path along the pool of the Nanticoke 
dam is wearing away by the action of the water in 
the river. Extensive protection wall or rip rap is re- 
quired for its preservation. 


That portion of the Wyoming line, which was un- 
, finished at the date of our last report, was completed 
and opened for public use on the fourth of last July, 
_and it stood the introduction of the water as well as 
any new line inthe State. But the satisfaction derived 
| by the Board from that circumstsnce was considera- 
bly abated, upon ascertaining that the sum rquired to 
|pay the final estimates made by the engineer in ac- 
|cordance with the prices and provisions of the con- 
'tracts, would much exceed the amount estimated by 
him last year as neccssary tocomplete the lines That 
| officer’s services having been dispensed with in July 
‘last, he left the line without explaining the cause of 

the excess over his estimate for completion. 


The Lycoming line of the West Branch division, in- 
cluding the Lewisburg and Bald Eagle side cuts, is al- 
so finished, filled with water and in public use. 


| It isa fact worthy of notice, as connected with the 
| progress of the public improvements of Pennsylvania, 
that on the one hundred and seventy-four miles of 
canal and feeder constructed since the passage of the 
| act of 1831, only two or three failures occurred. Every 
| description of work has proved to be of the most sub- 
| Stantial character, and has fully demonstrated that 
newly constructed canals can be made capable, as 


| 
| 
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soon as finished, of withstanding all the casualities to 
which from their location they are liable. 








Delaware Division. 


Respecting this valuable division of the public works, 
the Board hsve little to communicate. It was open- 
ed for trade on the first of March, and has continued 
in good navigable order throughout the season. Some 
difficulty still exists in supplying the levels of the ca- 
nal below New Hope with water. But it is hoped that 
the pending negociation with the State of New Jersey, 
for the mutual use of water from the Delaware, will 
terminate in an arrangement satisfactory to both States, 
and remove all future difficulties. 


The only work of importance done on this line 
since last year, is a new breast! to the old damon the 
riyer Lehigh at Easton. The precarious condition of 
the old dam rendered an additional structure neces- 
sary. It isnow entirely secure. 


Many of the bridges on this line are ina ruinous 
condition; and asno provision is made by law for the 
re-construction or repair of bridges over the canal, 
the Board respectfully ask the Legislature to give the 
subject their early consideration. 


In the discharge of the duties devolving on the Ca- 
nal Commissioners, it has always been to them a 
source of regret and vexation to find themselves com- 
pelled annually to ask for larger appropriations than 
was contemplated in the estimates of the previous year. 
But in the construction of such extensive and difficult 
improvements asthe canals and rail-roads of Penn- 
sylvania, carried as they have been along and over 
broad, deep and rapid rivers, through rugged defiles 
and over lofty mountains, it was impossible to foresee 
and calculate the innumerable contingencies to which 
such works are liable. Besides, the most experienced 
and skilful engineers could not anticipate or estimate 
the sums that might be required by subsequent legis- 
lation, or by the orders of the Canal Board, issued to 
meet emergencies, repair damages, and perfect the 
system. 

To illustrate the foregoing remarks, it is only ne- 
cessary to observe that at the last session of the Leg- 
islature an act was passed authorizing locomotive en- 
gines to be procured for the rail-roads, without any 
specific provision being then made to pay for them 
or to pay for the expense of keeping them and the 
stationary engines in use. Hence the construction 
fund had to sustain the out-lay upon these objects, 
as well as the collateral cost of depots, engine houses, 
machine shops, water stations, &c. &c., and conse 
quently there is on these accountsa deficiency in the 
appropriations. 


Portage Rail Way, 


Amount applicable of appropriations 
made prior to the 1st November, 





SE 


18533, 
Appropriation of the 5th April, 1834, 


Amount, 
Expended prior to Ist 
November, 1833, $1,041,121 55 
Do, year ending Ist 


Nov. 1834, 403,587 84 


SEE 





Balance on hand, 
Sum required to complete the rail 
way, 
Deduct the above balance, 


Leaviug a balance to be provided, of 


$1,214,793 06 
365,900 00 








1,580,693 06 


1,444,709 39 








$135,983 67 








$282,574 85 
135,983 67 








$146,591 18 
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Columbia Rail Way. 


Amount applicable of appropriations 
made prior to the Ist November, 
1833, 


Appropriation of the 5th April, 1834, 


Se 


Amount. 
Expended prior to Ist 
Nov. 1833, $1,700,798 99 
Do. year ending Ist 
Nov. 1834, 1,499,756 58 


Cem ee 





Balance, 


Sum required to complete the rail 
way. 
Deduct the above balance, 


Leaving a balance to be provided, of 
Lycoming Line. 


Amount applicable of appropriations 
made prior to the 1st November, 
1833, 


Appropriation of the 5th April, 1834, 


Amount, 

Expended prior to Ist 
Nov. 1833, 

Do. year ending Ist 
Nov. 1834, 


$706,008 47 
442,200 86 


me ee 


Balance on hand, 


Sum required to complete the line, 
Deduct the above balance, 


Leaving a balance to be provided, of 
Wyoming Line. 


Amount applicable of appropriations 
made prior to Ist November, 
1833, 


Appropriation of the 5th April, 1834, 


Amount, 

Expended prior to Ist 
Nov. 1835, 

Do. year ending Ist 
Noy. 1854, 


227,555 00 
74,567 25 


—_—— 





Balance on hand, 


Sum required to complete the line, 
Deduct the above balance, 


Leaving a balance to be provided, of 


French Creek Division. 


Amount applicable of appropriations 
made prior to the Ist November, 
1833, 


Appropriation of the 5th April, 1834, 


Amount, 

Expended prior to Ist 
Nov. 1833, 

Do. year ending Ist 
Nov. 1854, 


302,783 93 


123,508 48 
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-_————— 





$2,402,100 36 


804,900 CO 





3,207,000 36 


3,200,555 57 








$6,444 79 


$117,020 00 
6,444 79 


$110,575 21 


$857,431 76 
301,200 00 








1,158,631 76 


1,148,209 33 


$10,422 43 


——— 





$57,364 44 
10,422 43 


$46,942 Ol 








284,892 85 
17,400 00 





—_ 


302,292 85 





302,122 25 








170 60 








40,674 30 
170 60 





40,503 70 


348,160 29 
94,400 00 








442,560 29 


426,292 41 


ee 


Seren ence aed 


i a 
Na eae 


i 


' 


Ser SN 





382 


Oe eee SS eS CS Ce 


16,267 88 


Sum required to complete division, 15,163 04 


Balance on hand, 
Beaver Division. 
Amount applicable of appropriations 
made prior to the Ist November, 
1833, 
Appropriation of the 5th April, 1834, 


1,1U4 84 


424,241 62 
57,100 Ov 
Amount, 481,541 62 
Expended prior to the 
Ist Nov. 1833, 
Do. year ending Ist 
Nov. 1854, 


384,213 57 


85,598 91 
———— 469,812 48 
11,529 14| 

Amount required to complete 6,589 00 


Balance on hand, 4,940 14 


A statement of the sums drawn from the Treasury in 
the year ending the Slst October, 1854, out of the 
the fund appropriated for new work upon old lines: 
Pay of the Canal Commissioners, their se- 

cretary and office expenses, on account 

of the year ending the Ist Monday of 

June last, 

Do. on account of the present year, 
Appraisers of damages, 

Delaware division, 

Eastern division, 

Juniata division, 

Western division, 

North Branch and Susquehanna divisions, 
W est Branch division, 

French Creek feeder, 


5,443 47 
3,000 00 
90 00 
20,000 00 
12,000 00 
18,000 00 
31,000 00 
4,801 70 
2,000 00 
1,200 00 


$97,535 17 


The details of the above expenditures upon the di- 
visions appear in the reports and tables of the several 
superintendents accompanying this report. 

Statement of the sums drawn from the Treasury 
for repairs of the canal and rail ways in the year ending 
the 3lst October 1834. 
Columbia rail way, 

Eastern division and lower 13 
miles of the Juniata division, 

Juniata division upper part, 

Portage rail way, 

Western division, 

French creek feeder, 

Susquehanna division, 

West branch divi-ion, 

North branch division, 

Delaware division, 


' 
82 miles, $5,000 00 
58 
119 
363 
1064 
194 
39 
264 
64 
593 


21,730 44 
36,439 65 
10,481 56 
87,070 22 
17,328 66 
43,241 18 
98,535 57 
57,009 78 
51,933 90 


Whole amount drawn, 
Amount paid for repairs due on the 1st 
Nov, 1834, as appears from the last 
report, 


358,470 96 


64,298 58 


294,172 38 
To which add the sums due by super- 
visors, over and above the balances in 
their hands, 23,4635 22 
317,657 60 
Of this sum there has been expend- 
ed for rebuilding and repairing dams, 115,783 12 
Current repairs on 611 miles of canal 


and rail way, $203,854 48 


The expenditure upon dams rebuilt and repaired the 
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past season ought not to be classed with current repairs, 
inasmuch as when they were erected the method of 
constructing dams permanently had not been acquired. 
The actual sum therefore expended in the ordinary 
aud current repairs for the last year is, as above stated 
only two hundred and three thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-four dollars and forty-eight cents. 

A statement of the sums drawn from the Treasury, 
for damages upon the canal and rail ways in the year 
ending the 31st October, 1834. 

Columbia rail way, 

Eastern division, 

Juniata division, 

Western division and Portage rail way, 

Susquehanna and North Branch di- 

visions, 

West Branch division, 

Delaware division, 


570 00 
21,500 00 
10,000 00 
15,000 00 


1,900 00 
5,385 00 
1,100 00 


Whole amount drawn, $55,455 00 


Statement of the sums required to finish the work under 
contruct. 


Upon the Portage rail way, 
Upon the Columbia rail way, 
Upon the Lycoming line, 
Upon the Wyoming line, 


146,591 18 
J10,575 21 
46,942 00 
40,503 70 


$344,612 09 


There will be required to pay contracts chargeable 
upon the fund for new work upon old lines, such as the 
completion of the Swatara feeder, the weigh locks and 
houses for collectors and weigh-masters, and also to 
purchase and improve lock house lots, to build fences, 
to commence a reservoir near Johnstown, and for the 
pay of the canal commissioners, their secretary and of- 
fice expenses, appraisers, superintendents and resident 
engineers, cuargeable upon this fund the sum of 

$125,000 00 

There will be required for repairs of the canal and 
rail way the ensuing year, $200,000 00 

To pay damages, 30,000 00 

There will be required for purchasing locomotive 
engines the present year— 

For the Columbia rail way 18 engines, $115,400 00 

For the portage 5 do. 31,590 00 

The above estimate includes the cost of completing 
the rail way and furnishing a supply of locomotive en- 
gines for the coming year; but it does not embrace the 
expenses of maintaining the stationary and locomotive 
engines while in use: nor of repairing or replacing 
them when necessary. It is contemplated by the board 
to charge the trade and travel upon the rail ways, what- 
ever may be the actual cost of the motive power fur- 
nished by the state, and no more, But as this money 
must be transmitted to the State Treasury along with 
the tolls, and cannot be drawn therefrom and applied 
to defraying the expenses of the motive power; and as 
these expenses will be immediate and pressing, the 
board respectfully ask the Legislature to pass a law 
authorising the appropriation of the money thus aris- 
ing, to the proper object; and also to provide by a spe- 
cial appropriation, a fund of about forty or fifty thou- 
sand dollars to commence and maintain the motive pow- 
er on the rail ways untilthe money arising from that 
source can be made available. 

A number of private claims were submitted to the 
board by acts and resolutions of the Legislature, pass- 
ed at the last session. ‘lhese so far as they have been 
presented, have been severally decided. 

Signed by order of the Board, 
JAMES CLARKE, President. 

Frs. R. Suunk, Secretary. 

Harrisburg, December 2, 1854. 
( Tablular statements next week.) 
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From the Pennsylvania Intelligencer. 
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 


The following are the standing committees of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives appointed by 
their speakers. 


SENATE. 


Accounts.—Messrs, Rogers, Fore, Hibshman, F. J. 
Harper and James. 


Claims.—Messrs. Smyser, Hays, Geiger, Sangston 
and Strohm. 
Leet and Slenker. 


Vilitia.—Messrs. Matheys, Rogers, McCulloch, Cun- 
ninghsm and Petriken. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


| 
| FRCP Runsha, Herrrington, Erb, Cox. 


Judiciary.—Messrs, Cunningham, Penrose, Burden, | 
y asi : . | (Lance. ) Hasson. 
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| Corporations-—Messrs. Ayres, Reed, (Philadelphia 


| Co.) Hipple, Lewellen, E. S. Smith, Anderson, (Alleg. ) 
| Parker. 


| 


Internal Improvements.—Messrs. Miller, (Philad. City) 


| Heston, Lacock, Walker, T. S. Smith, Lynn, Smith, 


| (Brad.) Pennypacker, Brawly, Irvin, Gamble, Doug- 
| lass, Beale. 


Local Appropriations.—Messrs. Bayne, McSherry, 


| Krause, Hasson, Richards, Derr, Imhoff. 


Vice and Immorality.—Messrs. Scott, Cowden, 


To 


Compare Bills.—Messrs. 


Rheiner, Jackson, 


Library.—Messrs. Middleswarth, McCulloch, Ayres. 
Lands.—Messrs. Lacock, Bennett, Stevens, Walker, 


Banks.—Messrs. Biker, Toland, Dickey, Klingen- | Jones, Reed, (city,) Richards. 


smith, and Newhard, 


‘ ' aia tata 
Education.— , lerton, Read, Smith, Middle- | 
ion.—Messrs. Fullerton, Read, Smi iddle | UNITED STATES SENATOR 


coff and Kelly. 
Roads, Bridges, and Inland Navigation.—Messrs. 

Petriken, Dickey, Matheys, Strohm and Smyser. 
Agriculture.—Messrs. Krebs, Kelly, 

Hibshman, and John Harper. 


Compure Bills.—Messrs, Dickey, James Slenker, 
John Harper and Toland. 


Election Districts. —Messrs. Klingensmih, McCul- 
loch, Krebs, Hopkins, and Hays. 


Fullerton, 


Vice and immorality. —Messrs. Fore, Baker, Geiger. | 


Hibshman and Leet. 

Corporations.—Messrs. Read, Sangston, Smith, Bur- 
den and Krebs. 

Estates and Escheats.—Messrs, Penrose, Hopkins, 
James, Hays and F. J. Harper. 

Revenue Bills. —Messrs. Hassinger, Cunningham, 
Rogers, Matheys and Middlecoff. 

Private Claims.—Messrs Hopkins, Baker, M‘Cul- 
loch, Fore an‘! Leet. 

Library .—Messrs. Burden, Read and Newhard. 

Public Buildings.—Messrs. Newhard, Middlecoff, 
Sangston, Hassinger and Smith. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Morris, 
Anderson, (Del ) lrish, Mather, Pollock, Peltz, Hill, 

Judiciary.—Messrs. M’Culloch, Fornance, Stevens, 
Bidlack, Read, (Co. Ph.) Spackman; Frazier. 

Claims.—Messrs. McElwee, Middleswarth, Jones, 
Reed, (city,) Conrad, Rheiner, Jackson, (Berks. ) 

Agriculture.—Messrs. McClellan, Jackson, (Lan. ) 
Christman, Hummel, Emmert, Riegel, Reed, (Bed- 
ford-) 

Education —Messrs. Anderson, (Del.) Lawrence 
Reigart, Cowden, Cromwell, Stokes, Derr- 

Manufactures—Messrs, Lacock, Lynn, Hutchinson, 
Helffenstein, J. B. Smith, Kerr, (Alleg.) Burson. 

Accounts—Messrs. Bennett, Clarke, Binks, Stokes, 
Handy, James, Brooks, (York, ) 

Militia. —Messrs. Patterson, (Fay. ) Paynter, Murry, 
Miller, (Lehigh) M’Sherry, Woodward, Schneider. 

Election Districts.—Messrs. Kerr, (Butler.) Erb, 
Huston, Williams, Taggart, Runsha, Hottenstein. 

Estotes and Escheats,—Messrs. Fornance, Miller, 
(Fay.) Brooke, (Chester,) Cox, Curran, Erdman, 
Kooker. 

Banks.—Messrs. Peltz, Snyder, Davies, Faynter, 
Reed, (City,) Harrison, Frazier. 

Roads and Bridges.—Messrs. Dewart, Herrington, 


Elrich, Hopkins, Carson, Rhinehart, Patterson, (Lan- 
caster. ) 





Si United States Senator tosupply the vacancy occa- 





The two Houses assembled in convention at 12 
o’clock, December 6, 1834, for the purpose of electing 


sioned by the resignation of Mr. Wilkins, The follow- 

| ing is the result of the votes, 
Candidates, Votes. 

Ist. 2d. Sd. 4th 
|B. W. Richards, 1 1 

J. B. Sutherland, 14 15 3 1 
| James Buchanan, 25 42 58 66 
| John Breden, 8 7 
| Thomas Ringland, 11 9 
| Amos Ellmaker, 29 29 29 31 
| Joseph Lawrence, 16 15 12 6 
| Calvin Blythe, 6 5 

| James Clarke, 6 6 16 26 
| Nathaniel B. Eldred, 8 

| George Kremer, 3 
‘ Charles Shaler, 2 

| Abner Lacock, 1 1 2 


. ‘ ‘ ° 
| Sixty-six votes being necessary to a chvice, Mr. Bu- 


| chanan was declared elected. 
Pennsylvania Intelligencer. 





Bepror», (Pa.) Nov. 21. 
Tae Weatuer,—We have had an extraordinary sea- 
\son. The Summer was remarkable on account of the 
| drought; and the autumn for its uninterrupted mildness. 
| Since the fourth day of July, we have not had a rain of 
any consequence. The crops, though bright with the 
| promise of a plentiful harvest in the early part of May, 
| have in many places altogether failed. Vhe streams 
have been almost dried up. Many ofthe best mills in 
the county-have scarcely turned a wheel for the last 
two orthree months. On Saturday last, however, 
the mountains were visited by a snow of several inches, 
which has since been followed by a considerable quan- 


| tity of sleet and rain. 





Pupptinc oR REFINine [RON wits ANTHRACITE 
Coar—We understand that Mr. A. B. Buckley, of 
this Borough, has made a successful experiment of 
| puddling or refining iron with Anthracite Coal. The 
|iron thus refined has been tested and found to be of 
‘an excellent quality. The advantage tobe derived 
‘from this experiment is, that Iron can be refined by 
' the use of Anthracite Coal, from twelve to fifteen dol- 
‘lars per ton cheaper than by the usual method. Judg- 
ing from the discoveries already made, we have no 
doubt but that Anthracite Coal will, ina few years, 
be applied to all the purposes for which wood is now 
‘used in making iron.— Miners’ Journal, 
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ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 


Mr. Cocarax, 


The following observations were made during the 
Eclipse of Sunday last. If you deem them of sufficient 
interest for publication they are at your service. 

York, Pa- Nov. 30th, 1834. 

Beginning 51 min past 12. 
Middle or greatest obscuration 2h. 16 min. 
End Sh. 31 min. | 
Duration 2h. 40 min. 

The Thermometer during the afternoon stood as fol- 
lows. 

In the sun. In the shade. 

At 12 o’clock 85 degrees 56 degrees 

«© 30 min. 854 564 
Begin, 51 min, 86 564 
1h 20m 82 55 
ih40m 72 53 
2h00m 59 53 
2h1i0m 53 
Middle2h 16m 52 
2h 20m 524 
2h 25m 55 
2h 30m 60 
2h 40m 684 
Sho0Om 74 
3h 20m 78 
End Sh3im 784 
3h 85m 77 
4h 00m 76 

The Thermometer fell in the sun 33° in the shade 4° 
After 1 o’clock, 40 minutes, a segar could not be lit 
in the focus of a good ‘‘burning glass,” and after 2 
o’clock 22 m. but very little heat could be received in 
its focus, 


[December 


a few seconds before the actual end of the Eclipse, in 
which case the latter number should be increased a 
few seconds-—Poulson’s Advertiser, 

A friend has furnished us with the following table, 
showing the state of the thermometer, while subjected 
to a southern exposure, during the Eclipse of Sunday 
last. It will be observed that it fell eleven degrees, 

15 minutes past 1 o’clock, 58 degrees, 
18 sé 
25 e 56 
30 ” 54 
35 as 534 
40 - 52 
45 «eé 
50 “é 
55 ‘ 
2 o’clock 


5 minutes past 2 o’clock, 
0 ‘é 


€é 
é 
“ 
ee 
3 o’clock 
10 min. past 
20 es 
Philadelphia Inquirer 


STEAMBOAT NAVIGATION, 
The project of establishing a Steamboat communi- 


cation, between this place and Owego, is we learn ra- 


At 2 o’clock a large flock of about 50 of what we | pidly approaching its consummation. The boat which 


supposed to be Swans, passed directly over the centre 
of the unobscured part of the sun, This was seen very | 
distinctly by four persons at the time through a teles- 


| 


is in the progress of building at the latter place, will 


be completed as early as April, and immediately com- 


mence her trips. Without any improvement in the 


cope, though it could not be perceived through a} hed of the river it is supposed that this boat can ply 


smoked glass. 
y@Vhe Town clock according to this calculation is 35 | 
minutes toofast.— York Republican. 


Observations on the Ecrrese of the Sun whieh hap- 
pened November 30th, 1834. Made at Friends observa- | 
tory, 4th street, Philadelphia:— 

Br Josera Roperts, Jr. 

The Morning clear;—without clouds till about 11 
o’clock, when the East, West and Southern sky became 
overcast with thin white clouds moving from the | 
west. 

At noon determined the state of the clock by the | 
fixed transit instrument. 

The beginning of the Eclipse observed with an Ach- | 
romatic telescope with a power of about 38,—happen- | 
ed at 1h 00m 15 sec. 85 mean civil time; correeted for | 
the rate of the clock determined by transits both before | 


| at least four months in the year; but with a trifling ex- 


pense in clearing away sand bars, will run the entire 
season, when not impeded with ice. 

It requires no argument to show the immense ad- 
vantages, that would accrue to this vulley, by the open 
ing of this communication, and we have often had oc 
casion to regret the existence ofso much apathy upon 
the subject onthe part of our citizens, We suppose, 
however, that their disappointments, in reference to 
our canal, have rendered them in a measure incredu- 
lous, asto the benefitin any improvement, but nev- 
ertheless any accurate observer must be convinced ot 
the great utility of the proposed Steam Boat naviga- 
tion. At any rate the experiment will cost but afew 
thousand dollars, and should it fail no one will be se- 
riously injured: but'we have the utmost confidence in 
its entire success, — Wilkes barre Democrat. 


New County Brinet.— lhe County Bridge, on the 


and after the Eclipse. —The observation of the begin- | township-line road, between Bristol and Germantown, 
ning very good. But from a few minutes after the be- |is now finished, and the road is opened for travellers. 
ginning till sometime after the end of the Eclipse | The Bridge is said to be the largest in the county, be- 
there was a constant succession of clouds between the | ing upwards of four hundred feet in length, and has 


sunand the observer, often so dense as to render the 
sun invisible. 

At the time of the greatest obscuration the sun visi- 
ble through thin clouds:—determined the magnitude 
of the Eclipse when compared with a measure of the | 
suns diameter taken with a Traughton Micrometer | 
near noon of the same days. ‘The obscured part | 
measured 10,755 digits which differs from the calcula- | 
tion about a three hundredth part of a digit, or 5 se- 
conds.—This observation made under unfavorable | 
circumstances.—The end of the Eclipse happened at | 
Sh S7m 45sec. meantime corrected: hazy about the | 


Sun;—may bave caused the disanpearance of the moon | 


cost in its erection, ten thousand dollars. To all trav- 
ellers who prefer avoiding the turnpike, it opens the 
shortest and best road between Norristown and the 
city, crossing the Flourtown turnpike at the foot of 
Chesnut-Hill;—and by the Lime-Kiln road the distance 
through Germantown to Doylestown, by the way of 
this bridge, is believed to be shorter and better than by 
the usual route through Branchtown; and to all trav 
ellers down the township-line road, it affords not only 
the shortest road to the city, but less turnpike—the 
latter may be almost wholly avoided by taking the 
usual route by Bockius’ tavern. 
Germantown Tel. 
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